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Students in sixth through eighth grade work on the essentials of grammar throughout the school year, but for 
those students who would like to work on their writing during the summer, there are some wonderful – and free! 
– online grammar courses available. These courses are, in our experience, very well done, but they lack much in 
the way of bells and whistles because they are intended to work well for a wide and diverse audience of 
learners.  Thus, these courses will feel more like work than fun, but the work is, we think, worthwhile and likely 
to yield real results.  
 
Khan Academy has an extended arc of lessons devoted to grammar; we have used some of the quizzes and 
videos in our own classes. The quizzes provide answers and explanations, so students can try the material for 
themselves and learn from their mistakes. 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar  
 
We think the whole arc is worth completing, as it becomes more advanced as it goes on. 
 
Coursera has a comprehensive review of grammar essentials:  
https://www.coursera.org/learn/grammar-punctuation#syllabus  
 
Coursera also has many other courses – most offered by UC Irvine – that address various aspects of grammar 
and writing. 
 
For further explanation of individual grammar questions, these websites are both great: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl 
 
All of that said, reading and writing are the two very best ways to grow as a writer, no matter how old you are. 
To that end, there is a New York Times contest that encourages students to read great journalism and respond to 
it themselves: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/02/learning/the-ninth-annual-new-york-times-summer-reading-contest.html 
 
The New York Times also has some other varied and engaging prompts for writing: 
Personal/Narrative:  https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/learning/lesson-plans/650-prompts-for-narrative-
and-personal-writing.html 
Argumentative: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/01/learning/lesson-plans/401-prompts-for-argumentative-
writing.html 
 
We think anything parents can do to get our students reading and writing more often will help them grow as 
writers, so it may be worth experimenting with a few different things over the course of the summer, and trying 
to have at least one fun writing assignment – writing regular letters from camp, creating a reading journal, or 
working on a creative project – in the mix. We would love to hear about any writing our students have done 
when school resumes, and we look forward to helping them continue to grow as writers in the fall!  
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